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GOV. BROWNLOW'8 ADMINISTRATION
VINDICATED. - -

Sneccli of Hon. A. J. Flctcbcr." Secre
tar) of Stale, on the Issues oftlie
Canvass. DellTcred at Cleveland
Tennessee, Jnnc 3, 1S67.

of BraVey Curity .

I ;;ra liOt hero to-da- y, as some eueui to
ji'i-- c. ami as the Banner newspaper has

i.r.noancocl, to prosecute a personal quarrel,
I :,r.i not lu re to defend myself, nor to as- -

a particular individual, or the record of
r,n hi'livi'lual. 1 hoM that a public epcaker
L;t-- s w) i irbt to call upon the- people to quit
loir avocations and assemble to hear Lira

deliver a harangue, cither in defense of
himself or in abuse of another. In plain
!:inutigc, I presume that you care but little
:ihjut the personal piuirrel between John
Kaxur and myself. And I assure you I
rare but little-- . It is true J did consider
Baxter of suilieicnt importance to devote
f.ftpcn minutes io Lira in August last, but
at a time when the enemies ol the country
arc mj .uuiurt'Ui, thin h a much time as I
(an a fluid to spare to any one of them
This liiirii minutes caused poor Baxter to
m ite oat a pamphlet, and to travel a huu-- i
drcJ miles and read it to a few rebels, and
Tvliitt was till more painful for bun to tin- -'

Jaru, the expense of printing it. But he
las inund that the 'damned spots" oa his
n 1'iitation. liko those described in the play
"t Hamlet, will cot wash out, and I leave
l.im to devote the balance of bislifo to vain
r.yj.M-iment- in rubbing and rinsing. I shall,
ia the course of my remarks to-da- y, notice!
ia detail a speech , rnado by him at this

.ir: u month since, so far us it relates to
the State ('overnnient, but I shall not deem

! necessary to assault him further than the
. :':ib!ishiu.nt of timplc truth may expose

to the censuro ol truthful men. Audi
I not imitate the example of the rebel

.r.nlidatc for Governor, who denounces
man who differs with hiui about dia-- I

..led facts us the liar; every one who dis-- .
ruscs his claims to election in bio absence

; c and every one who will not
v fur him us a bcoundrd. and sums up
.'.i: whoU by proclaiming the greatest po-a- l

party of the age as composed of the
wirings of the earth. Eut, as he, in a

-- iiuilar temper, apjdicd his terms of abuse
' - the lamented Lincoln, to the Thirty-- i

: ( "ligress, to President Johnson and

i. r. '"ui's fair faino was not soiled, that the
1

a.rty-niiit- h Congress arc endorsed by the
Aineviean poople; as Johnson's reputation,
i.'l rot suii.-- r by this means at least, and as
ii'1 faii.e of tho Union Boldiers will bo im-- ;

itr.l as the saviors of this glorious gov- -'

i.iiH'ai, I utu ireparcd to expect that the
I'Utaiiv!) uf the great Radical party of the
untiy the fame of d'ovcrnor I3rownlow,

; 1
.

! the (leneral Assembly of the State,
..ul even the Governor' stair will survive

: .'a-- fraiitie denunciations of the TUersitcs,
!if no'.v leads the rebel column in Tcnnes-- ;

-- 1 1 shall, therefore, learn from Ethe-- i
ire and IJaxter that coarse epithets and
:.li'!i:i!it. but' unfounded slanders injure

" !"ie tut the fdaiidcrcr himself. .

Rr.Tci! OK XUE STATE GOVERNMENT. :

M rc I tr.ke tip the matters of detail of
i'i'li 1 design to I propose to take
p nend but concise view of the origin,

i '' gi'e-- and prominent measures of the
:v-.- 'iit government of Tennessee, I became
'dueled with it a few days after its

as Secretary of btatc, and have
' ' "iily taken a deep interest, but an

' ve part in its adminibtration ever pince.
I lall ticver regret the part I have pcr-- :

. aiv 1, nor do I ecek to he relieved of the
'P'Mi'ihility of any-o- f its important mcas-h- .

Tho present administration of the
'alc 'ioveninunt cannot be tried by th

usages and acts of former adrcm-''t'laioii- s.

it existed under different cir- -'

"ir.s-.ane- and had different dntios to rer- -

i"!1 Lvi us contract for a moment the
struggle of tho last two vcara with

;t!i' "a!, yon days of Carroll and Canuon,f
;'iies. an, of the Browns of a later day.

linn t!ic assemblage of tho Legislature and
inauguration of the Governor were nn-- -

itaiji events. The votes wero com-r'fcl't- hc

official oath administered to the
'" Vernor elec t and a short inaugural dc-"rnv- d.

;dj ;is a mutter oC ceremony. Tho
;ige was fcut in thanking tho Good

fur tcntinued peace and plenty, con-?r"tulati-

the poople upon their bountiful
frosts, presenting a balance sheet of tbe

Tivji-ar- v nj a. few ttatistics with perhaps
(limited paragraph against the opposite

in politics. This was his principal
in'y. True he bad to 6ign a few. grants

!id oonimishions. issue an occasional pardon
1. 1 at Intr A it- - n f.iTW Ktli b"lt

mice was a most a sinecure, oucn a
? a private secretary clerk, a

stall or military protection, was
' vyu thought of. An Adjutant General's

y as ;x inyth dreamed of as contingent
!,v ease Vf insurrection or. war. As

J'the Legislature it bad bat to refer the
'Wa-- o o appropriate standing commit- -

t s. eieet a few otiicers, declare a few rivers
iiieorj'orato some villages and

'".'..''.
'mi-'"ir- extend the time of perfctting

:;iuts( revise the revrnne necessary, and
?o ln'mi'. Terhaps a few le--- ;d

Winds dihct-rue- d or imagined some de- -'

u the general laws scud changed th?m,l".i the State bad pcaeo in rUl her borders
ai d its ir.'vcrnmcnt was a an vv-oir- 'maehine.

Not ri' with what is Miceringlj ..called..t-.,- . t ...V, j a T.luunuiuw n vtuvernmcui. JOrn an it
wei o upjn a field of blood, it was the prize

nigniiiic. htrogfde the ransom of many
the'inand lives. Guaranteed the people
by thn hlruiig arm of the nation, whose
prun es had wrciiekcd it from the clutches

a million of rebels, it came into existence
iu tho midst of anarch', bloodshed, demor-
alisation and financial ruin. It is the suc- -

vr and indeed the product of that
w hick was written at Washington

"'"n half a sheet of paper and handed to a
Vadier General, and prochimed from the
'f mouth in a hundred battle. It

."'thcr there shall be a third and happier
vlire 'J this State Government will deoend

i . . . , . : '- tut conauctof tho.e who are re
1 hhow, for (tvery frrievjtnce
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of the people of Tennessee, and God be
thanked that it was not. Its establishment
was in spit of item and in defiance of their
baj-onet-s, and ii has been maintained and
trill be maintained for tbo protection of our
loyal peopie, Trnei&er its enemies be led dt
outspoken 'rebels cr Union . deserters. If
tho .majority cauld, nave had Lheir.wav in
the formation of a eorcrnment. vou who
rallied to the flag of your conntry would
to-da- y be outlavs, and your property would
have Jbeen confiscated t? pay the rebel war
debt of .the State. Tho boo'its of xdt office
show that in 1SC1 five millions of dollars ia
State bonds were issued by Isham G.'IIarrifl
to support bis own armv of fifty-fiv- e thou
sand men then making war upon Iho Union
men by robbing them of their property,
burning their bouses and IiaDging .them, or
casting. them into , prisons. These bonds
would have fallen duo last year, and are
held by rebel ofScers and army contractors.
Think you that if the vaunted majority could
hare acted, they would not nave "provided
for the payment oi these bonds? And how,
sirs ? By the confiscation of the property of
Union men. Suca was the declared inten-
tion of the rebel leaders during the war.
Ask an honest, truthful rebel privately to-

day' what they intended to do with tho
Union men if they had secured their Con-

federacy, and ho will answer you promptly,
like Henry A. "Wise, "wc would have driven
them out of the State, and have confiscated
their property to pay the war debt." And
yefc mch mea as Etheridge and Barter de-

clare the Stato Government void because a
majority did not establish it! Oh! but we
are told that the war is .over s oyf.land rebels
could do the Union men no harm by simply
having control of the" State of Tennessee.
But the fame men tell you that the States
arc sovereign in. the management of their
internal afiairs, a that the General Gov
ernment' has no rbrht to interfere with a
Statcz and they have a powerful party at
the Xorlh, who preach- - the samo doctrine.
iins party lately carried the state ol Con
necticut and came very near carrying the
great Stato of New York. Give them all
the Southern Slates . and a few doubtful
States iXorth and, sure enough, the General
Government would not intcrfero in your
behalf, and the scenes of 18G1 would soon
recur ; tho Confederate war debt would be
revived; the negroes again reduced to
slaver- - or to a condition worse than slavery
and Union men would again be hunted
down and driven from the State.

THE PIFFICCLTIES AT THE ORGANIZATION. .

But to recur to the origin of the State
Government. Its inauguration was no act
of idle ceremony. It was performed un
der the protection of the guns of llaj. Gen-- j

oral Thomas. On the day its Lccrislature
assembled, the gallant Sheridan was "push'
ing matters" on Lee's - partially beaten
columns, and on the day lb e Governor was
inaugurated, Grant was issuing paroles to
the and soldiers- - of Lee's army,
while tho columns of Joo Johnston, Kirby
Smith and Dick Taylor wero still unbroken
The loyal citizens of tho State had, for the
most part, been driven out of it, and were
then either in the Federal army, or wan-
dering as exiles' in other States. - The State
itself wa a disputed field of war ; the con-
testing forces alternating in the occupancy
of large districts, so that women and chil-
dren and ts lenew notone day
what flag would wave over them the next.'
When the rebel armies were forced to sur-
render, and the smoke of the contest cleared
away, t no great btate was
politically, socially,' financially and morally
u wrecK a rum. i nea not acscriDe in
detail now, what yoa all saw and felt It
was not the fortune of Governor Brownlow
in his message to return thanks for peace
and plenty, and to congratulate the people
upon the continued prosperity of tho Stato.
Ilis fwas a widely different task. To in-

voke protection for ' the lives and property
of Union people; to revive the tribunals of
justice ; to point the Legislature to an empty
Treasury a heavy debt ana a banJcrupt
people; to call attention to the wreck of our
railroads and turnpikes, ar.d above all to
tho empty school houses fiom one end of
tho fcnato to the other, and to devise ways
and means to supply and support them
tho entiro fund which had endowed them,
having been stolen and carried away by the
rebels, in their first flight from tho State,
in February IS G2 this was the gloomy
and appalling task imposed upon an old
man of feeble health, but of a stout heart
and resolute will. lie did not falter; neither
did a majority of the Legislature. The
difficulty of the great work of restoration
was increased by tho constant opposition
and abuse of that blessed majority of which
we hear so much, who east every possible
obstacle in tho way. Tho embarrassment
was further heightened by tho fact that the
relations of the State to the Union had
been severed, ar.d tho new government had
not been recognized, and that blessed ma-

jority were determined it should not be.
Though sustained by only a minority of
tho people, tho Governor and: his friends,
and a majority of the Legislature did not
falter, but"addrcs!cd themselves to the task

9 task sufficient to dishearten the boldest
and most' experienced statesmen. Atfirit
they relied greatly upon the faot that one
of their own number had become President
of the United States, but in the darkest hour
of their struggle bo deserted them, and the
fact became apparent that ho had only been
a Union man from policy. Others followed
him for similar reasons. They believed the

handful c Union men, as they termed them
must be overwhelmed in Tennessee. Some
deserted us for one reason and somo for an--

other. In tho Legislature, Cooper, liooa,
Steele,' Garrett, Bowcn, and many others
followed Johnson with the hope, and prob-abl- v

'with tho promise, of official reward.
Such men as tho Gauts, Baxter, and men of
smaller caliber in your own town never of
fixed principles -- adhered to the enemy De-cau- se

there was where the money was to be
mndo." Nebon.; Heiskell. Campbell, nl

0

other fossils ttood still on the doctrines of
Calhoun honest, perhaps, but wholly inca-
pable of change or progress. The President,
though ho was the mifitgry agent who h&l

At. th reoTemmeut on foot, and claimed its
paternity, undertook the unnatural task of

it. Ho was actuated by inordi
nate ambition. Like the coarser class of
brutes, he attemptod to devour his own off-sprin-

and was only prevented by the in-

terposition of the Tiurty-nint- h Congrcw,

that greatest body cf men who ever as-

sembled jn..a legislative capacity on this con-

tinent! ;i t': : '.
' '

Vr. .i orsT ATVirrtU EMANCIPATION.

Let us now briefly notice the practical
v c ui vrj cu a - -

to prole it,- - Wnl nroriie and to redeem
he estate from chaos and anarchy. Regard

in "iKtiimion of slavery as the cause
of ad their-- fcnoerings, in conformity to the
seime ?f tle natioa &nd thf m of t&vcri
ineir una act w to rtrike the shacklesirou.y feiayc ia the State, and as thlj
act made th freedman citirn
dowed Lim witb rights to be proioctod, and
rendered him liable to wrongs to be
dre&scd, they Ret about to disembarrass th
assertion cl these rights and to remove ev
cry oDstane in me wayoi redressing nis
wronrs, and finally to arm him with the
elective franchise, whereby he miht pro'
tcct himself.. The rcjcal of the slave code,
the passage of the negro testimony bill, the
equal rights bill, and finally the negro suf
frage law. were bnt successive ctcps result
in

tm

g from the abolition of slavery toward
elevation of the freedman in tho scalethe

'Ut-U- l a cbtabiisaed by a majority i duties of an American cituca. it may ce

V
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true that many of' thent arc as yet unfitted
for the exercise of political rights ; but I
knotr of to better way to teach . them the
we of those rights than to let them exercise
them, ' As the infant muut have the control
of his limbs before he can walk, and must
often stagger and fall in guiding them, so
the freedman must have the ballot in his
hands before he can voie at all, and'must
needs make some mistakes before he ,

be-

comes perfect in its use. I pause here to
say to you that my early notions of the ca- -

Eacity of the negro arc rapidly giving way
facts that I see daily occurring. I

was agreeably surprised to find him makin?
a brave

i , . and obedient.....soldier and always
ngnung on tne right side, i nave been
agreeably surprised to meet crowds of col-
ored children going and returning from
school with books, slates, maps and manu-
scripts, denoting rapid progress in the ac-
quisition of knowledge. I was much sur-
prised and somewhat embarrassed the other
day, at Nashville, when called upon to fol-
low a colored orator on the stump, to find
myself unable to come up to tho standard
of oratory exhibited by my: sable friend-Indee-

I have come to the conclusion that
the nejTO is & man possessing all the fa
culties of a man, including reason and com-
mon sense. - As the best evidence of which,
I assure you that the forty tbousand colored
voters of Middle and West Tennessee have
no manner of use for Etheridge and Baxter
or their rebel supporters. They know who
their friends are, and will act accordingly.
I have said the object of enfranchising the
colored man was to elevate him in tho scale
of being and to enable him to protect him-
self. The result has shown the wisdom of
the measure. Those who had from tbo first
resisted every measure for tho relief of the
colored man by every means, fair and foul,
and predicted or threatened his destruction
if enfranchised, are tho first to take him by
the hand, hail him brother, and bow to tho
majesty of x, colored American citizcnl
Tho rebel State convention, composed of
men who had made theso threats and prc- -

dictions, Iho same that nominated Ethe-- r

ridgo, was the first to give them scats as
delegates. It would havo amused you to
have seen in that convention John Uaxter's
check not more than a finger's length from
Joo "Williams' jowl, and Judge Gaut walk-
ing out on an airing with his colored friend;
The white handkerchief of Ed. Cooper
needed no perfume on that occassion.
Brethren (and sisters) of all colors dwelt
together in unity. Such was tho magic
effect of placing the ballot in colored hands.
Etheridge vrill now bet five hundred dol-

lars that he novor was opposed to negro
suffrage, and Baxter will incur "consider-
able expense"--h- is greatest annoyance
to secure a. negro vote. They no longer;
deride tbo idea of walking up to the polls
by the side of a "big buck negro." I know
hundreds of therlwh'o would glidly ex
ercise that important privilege.

LEOILITT OF TBI STATE OOTXRXMZNT.

I will Dot stop bere to discuM tha legitimacy of
tbo State GoTerrisent. "When the State t--g re-
deemed we found oaneTei without any gover-
nmentno Governor, no Legislature, no court of
Justice and bo executive and no ministerial officer ,
Ordinarily It u a Datura! ngbt of every community
in thia condition to form a government, and when;
thia itate of things occurs at the end of a war this
work it alway performed by the conquering party,'
but in our lystem the work of guaranteeing a new
goTercrcent to a State thus situated, is the work of
the General Government. And this h precisely
what bag been done first by the military power and
next bt the Congrew of the United States. Ye?,
this iWfU9 State GoTrnment, in conformity to the
Constitution of the United States, was proclaimed
by Prwideni Lincoln through his military sgent
ana solemnly legitimated by Joint resolution of both
Houses of tho American Congress. Yet we find
such men as Etheridge and Baxter, J. CL Gaut and
J. 8. Brlen, declaring it a usurpation, its laws null
ana void, ana aemanaing its overt&row. xl is true
that at pr$sent they do not proclaim their seditious
designs, simply because they dare not, and because
an open avowal of their schemes would defeat the
end they have in view. Tfcey-advis- e submissionor
the prtsvnt, but the records of these men and the
animus of their speeches denote too plainly their
seditious aims.

SXGRO SUFFRAGE.

I have said that the negro, w&s enfranchised for
bis own protection. I may add that other great
reasons made it necessary. It was accessary for the
protection of the loyal white men of the State that
their ranks should be recruited by loyal voters, of
whatever color. A' contest was approaching, tbe
same that is now on us, a contest which must decide
whether the Union men cr the rebels shall submit,
whether the blue or the gray shall prevail ; a con-

tent involving the weal or the woe of ourselves and
our posterity. To have gone into such a struggle,
involving sucn issue's, wun forty tnousand ct our
friends ow men unarmed, would have been un-

pardonable folly. Frosting by the example of the
General Government, who opened the doors of br
army to the negro in the dark hours of the struggle
for the Union, we have opened the portals of the
ballot-bo-x to him, and now, as then, we find him
faithful. But there was another reason. A great
principle nay, tho very genius of our government

demanded the enfranchisement of every loyal cit-

izen. "Wille the statement of Ether idee that there
are 120,CC0 disfranchised citizens in Tennessee is

simply preposterous, Hill to navedisfranclneea bom
rebels and negroes would have left a majority of tbo
people without the elective franchise and subjpeted
tbe government to ths charge of not being republi-
can in form. This was the pretext upon which
Johnson proposed its overthrow. - The heaviest
votes cast in tbe Bute show that tbe voting popula-
tion, before the war, was abect 125.000. This was
certainly reduced to 100,000 by the war. ' Tbe reg-
ular reports of tbe Commissioners of Registration,
under the act of 1866, now filed in my offica, show
that 42,074 wldU votes were registered in that year.
Many were ofrwards registered at the quarterly
courts and reported to the County Courts, probably
about 10.000. A number of others did not come
forward and make the:secflsjary proof to obtain cer- -
tificates who wigbtbevti done so.Mmewbom are now
being rpgist sra under tbe sew law. 1 rota a care--
ful estimate, bared oa tha statijities of mt office, I
estimate tbe number of perfons entitled to the elec- -

tive francbh, under the act of H6& at 60,000. This
leave tbe number tf persons actually disfranchised
at 40,000. Add to these tne disfancni'oa negroes,
generally estimated at 40,000, ana Uire wouki nave
been a clear zaaforitv of tbe peonle disfranchised
one-ha- lf of tbera by their color, and the otber half
by their eriasts. We miglt have quoted President
Johnson to prove that rebels had forfeited thm'r cit-

izenship, and were not to be counted for any pur-

pose, but the Legislature cboee tbe wiser course of
enrrancrusixg au tne menas ox tne i nion. rut m
neon a reasonable estimate, we have now 100,000

enfranchised, and only 40,000 disfranchised citizens.
TEX FJUSCniSX LAW.

The Franchise law kas been by far the moat ex-

citing measure adopted by the present Legislature.
Tbe necessity of its passage 1 so generally under
stood that I shall speak cf it but briefly. hen
the struggle of arms in the State bad ceased, the
straggle for the mastery by other means commenced.
Vf e are tola leal tne reoeis jaia cown mmr ub
n good faitk and gave thewselves ap to tbe autkor-itie- a

of the government" It b intended by that
language to convey the idea that they surrendered
tduntarily. But such w not tbe fact. Theirarms
were wrencbed from tried en ice ceia oi ciue vj
physical force, and they surrendered, in perhsps
neither good or bad faith, but because they could

not kelp themselves. They were still rebels, though
not armed and organised into brigades and divis-

ions. Tkey still hated the Union and Union ;nn.
Tier claimed tbe right by virtue cf their numbers
to control the Blata before tbey bad put off thir
pn iforms. They sought revenge of those who had
joined their enemies and contributed to their defeat
To bsve enfranchised them would have enabled
them to wreak this revenge. To have enfranchised

them would have been to bate yielded to tbem the
prize of victory. The conqwen would hav be-

come Use conquered, and tea tbousand Lnion mar-

tyrs would have died in vain. To have placed thetn
in power, would beea followed In West and t Middle
Tennessee by a massacre equal to that of St Bar-

tholomew', and a precipitate flight from the" State
of every adherent of tbo Union.

SU1L I assure yoa, tbat tbe work of disfranchise-

ment task-- not a laber Move.was not an agweable
It u one of stern necessity a measure of

Ii, at any time, tbe Union men could
nave been assured that their lives and property
would bave been safe, and their rijhts respected nn-d- er

the rulers chosen from tbe rebel party, no Fran-
chise law would have been passed. But unfortu-
nately, every nsanifwtation of the intentions of tha
rebel people indicated Jntoaae hatred and a malig-
nant spirit It was tfceir constant boast that they
were outnumbered, bnt not conquered. They hoped
soon to get into power fn Tennewee.and made omi-
nous threats as to their purposes in that event And
bar exista the great diiicolty. The Southern peo

ple hard never felt as a conquered people, xney
J havs asiver ro&lized that a conquered people are

bound to submit to every demand of the conquerors
and that they have no claim to magnanimity untii
they feel themselves conquered and at the mercy of
the conquerors. If they had so felt they would have
accepted the constitutional aa'endment, and would
not have aimed at political ascendancy eiiber in
Tennessse or in the Union. If they bad felt and
acted as a conquered people, n0 Franchise law would
bave been necessary ia tai tsute. - It was but last
laa mat an inteiugein rtoei, wtio resides in an ad-
joining county to this, said to me in Philadelphia
" We have got the President, and 1 11 be d --d if
we don:t yet govern the country.'' This Is the pirit
that had to be mrt by cisfranchhement. Still I de-
clare to you that I take pleasure in the disfranchise-
ment of no man. I believe that in a republic every
man shou!d be allowed to vote who may do so con
sistent wu,a toe puu.w amety. And I, for one, de-
clare that as soon as the rebels of Tennessee shall
teei memeeives a conquerea people, and shall prove
by their words and actions that they will respect
and protect the rights of the Union men, (hen. bet
not till then, am I in favor of universal sffrage.
And I believe there never bat been a time that 6ix
months of genuine, heartfelt loyalty on the part of
the Southern people would act have brought about
an entire restoration of all their lost righu. I had
strong hopes last winter that such a happy state of
things was about to occur; tut all my hopes were
dashed to the ground by tho nomination fur Gover-
nor of an apostate Unionist snd an open and de-
clared seduiunist and enemy to the Union people.
It was with pain that I recognized the fact that the
spirit of rebellion was still rife, and, like a smoth-
ered volcano, ready to buret forth and overwhelmthe friends of the Union. If there had been noth-
ing else, that nomination shows the wisdom of thelate Franchise Jaw and of the Militia laic,. I shall
not stop to defend tha detail 0f tho Franchise law.It is objected that the Governor appoints the Reg-
ister?, and Baxter denounces these Registers, as "de-
graded creatures," "ssrvantj," 'faciletnstruments,"
etc., etc. The same epithets would have been ap-
plied tc them by disfranchised rebels if they had
been appointed in any other way. This volley of
abuse might have been prevented, perhsps, by a
proviso to the law to the effect that "being a candi-
date for the rebel Congress, or bushwhacking Union
men with a weapon not more formidable than a
shot gun, should not debar an applicant from obtain-
ing a certificate of registration.

THE STAT CUAKD. ,
I come now to speak of the State Guard, which

Baxter asserts is a standing army of 8,000 men. I
say to you frankly that it is a matter of profound
regret that a necessity should exist for tho active or-
ganization of the militia. Aside from the expense,
the presenc9 of armed troops in a free country is to
be deprecatod, and I declare to you, if Brownlow
was responsive tor we stale ot tacts which has
called forth this State Guard, I would not support
him. But the responsibility rests in the first in-

stance on the President, and in tho next place upon
the turbulent leaders of tbe rebel party in this Stato.
And there is no one citizen in the State more to
blame for the presence of this State Guard than
John Baxter. 1 toldou how in tho outset of the
State Government it had to invoke tho aid of the
military authorities in tbe execution of the laws
against the constant opposition and. seditious at-
tempts of the rebel majority, as it is vauntingly
styled. 1 told jou how the government had to be
organized under tbe very gsus of Gen. Thomas.
This aid and protection was indispensable, and was
promptly rendered by Gen. Thonias until Johnson!
peremptorily ordered hiut to give it no further pro-
tection. This order was published, and was so strin-
gent that Gen. Thomas considered he would bave
no power under it to disperse a mob in the city of
Nashville. This order was issued at the instance of
just such men as Baxter, at a time "when Johnson
himself was trying to break up the State Govern-
ment General Thomas was soon after ordered to
Louisville, and his troopi were mostly sent to other
points. It is a well known fact that, upon the faith
of this order, that Gen. Thomas should not inter-
fere, a conspiracy was entered into to destroy tbe
State Government. At the head of this movement,
was John Baxter of East Tennessee, J. 9. Brien of
Middle Tennessee, and Emerson Etherkige of West
Tennessee. Baxter came home from "Washington
in August last, declaring that the overthrow of the
State Government had been agreed upon, and would
take place in sixty days. lie made a number of
speeches favoring the project. Etheridge left Wash-
ington avowing his purpose to exert his utmost to
effect the same end, and about tbe samo time " Brien
broke ground in Jliddle Tennessee, at Shelbyville.
Tbe Governor had not a man, a gun or a cartridge.
But it got to the ears of these gentlemen that be
had borrowed some 50,000. stand of arms from
Northern Governors, and had been offered a few
thousand Tennessee militia, who happenod at that
time to be residing in Northern States. Tho conse-
quence was that Baxter subsided into the banking
business Etheridge would " bet five hundred dol-

lars " that he never was in favor of the movement,
and Erien declared that he meant no harm by his
Shelbyville speech. He only meant that the people
should peaceably assemble; peaceably adop'. another
constitution ; peaceably bold an election under it
an d peaceably kick Brownlow's little concern out cf
tbe Capitol. You all remember the combined ef-

fort to defeat tho first and mildest of tha Franchise
laws in 1865, and .how, in spite of Gen. Thomas'
order, a valid election was defeated in twenty-nin- e

counties of the State. The dispatch of President
Johnson (who was then tho friend of Union men),
directing the Governor to call on General Thomas
for troops to enforce that law, has been published
again and agaiu,. and is now on file in my oCice,
You all know that it has been threatened, nnd the
President himself predicted, that if the negroes at--
tompted to vale, they would be butchered. Now I
think you all see how the militia bill came to pass.
First, the withdrawal by tbe President of all pro-
tection for Union men, end all aid in the execution
of tho laws; secondly, the rebellious conspiracies of
Baxter, Etheridge and others; and thirdly, the ne-

cessity ol some force to exeeyto the present Fran-
chise law. . It may be well enough to iDfcrnr these
gentl-ame- once more that tbe Tennessee militia are
not limited to 8,000, as Baxter eoems to suppose, nor
even to 80,000 ; but to one or more regiments in
each Congressional District," and they may as well
know that tbe material for making Tennessee mili-
tia is to be had as far north as the lakes'.

I shall not stop to defend the judiciary of the
State, and the juries of Eaot Tennessee. Baxter, in
substane--e and in words, charges them with corrup-
tion and perjury, and makes a statement of fucta
that proves nothing but that he has had a number
of bad cases and defended a number of guilty men,
and has been defeated on trial. I have no doubt he
secured his fees, and with this he might be supposed
to be content. I leave tho judges to take care of
themselves and tbe juries to cogitate upon these
wholesale charges of perjury made against them by
Mr. Baxter.

BAXTER'S RXCfcLKiibSESS.

I come now to .the portion of the speech, pam-

phlet, circular or whatever it is that I am review-
ing, where the task of the reviewer is painful in the
extreme. Here the speaker 1J aside the character
of orator and declaimer and becomes a iri6re defe-

nder. The rebel press have characterized this doc-

ument as "a bill of indictment" against tbe State
Government, and in some respects tbe term is prop-

erly used A bill of indictment is always filled
with high sounding and verbose charges, without
setting turth a particle of proof, and when simply
denied it falls to the ground until supported by tes-

timony. From the beginning to tho end of Baxter s
speech it abounds with serious charges, unsupported
by a tingle refertr.ee even to a witness, a record, or
a document Nor does ho bave tho manliness to
call his victims by nabie or essert positively aoy
ctargo he makes, or the courage to avow himself
responsible for any statement offsets. Undercover
of such phrases as ul am informed," "I under-

stand," -- it ia reported," - it is bolicved.'' etc., etc.,
frauds and felonies are charged without tbec;tst:.ou
even of a faet or a dw utr.ent as proof. Thse are
the phra cf tha defamer. I wish I conld
say fer bui credit that Baiter wsmislV-i- , eleven
that be was ignorant end stupid. Unfortunately
thh plea cannot be mad fbf him; for in this same
speceh h discloses the fact tkat be is in posseselori

of, and familiar with the very documenU which dis-

prove his assertions. Ys, bt has, as he v, tbe
Reports cf tbe Comptroller cf tbe Batik of Tennes-

see, of the committees, the proceedings f the Leg-

islature, etc etc., which completely disprove every
charge he makes. He is counsel, be says, in a cer-

tain suit, and familiar with the cR.--e. In that very
suit tbe evidence is Bled which directly eontra diets
bi ctR!(.mPTit rr insinuations. -

I ra not here to tell yoa what "I Am tM! what
mm fnmA nor what is reported.'' I bave
rwm tn th rwrds. and siieak by it and from it. I
micbt cog tent myself witb simple denial of the
rhar"M against tne mojrs oi iae triaia vroTern- -

ment, so long as no proof is offered, but as I have
the facts and documents V establish their defense, I
proceed to present them. , , . .

ASSXT OF TBI AE Of TI53E'-Et- .

In reference to the assets of the Ba&k of Tennes
see, Baxter says: 1m books ot tne Dank, I am
told, show that among the assets recovered there was
over six hundred thousand dollars in coin." Baxter
was never told that the books of the bank showed
any such thing- - He nevsr heard any each thing.
The falsehood is deliberate and undarsUndingly as-

serted. He knew that the books bad been kept since
1861, and had not a single- - entry as to tbe transac-
tions' of 1SC2-3-- 1 and 5. E'e rss counsel for Cleage,
and be admits be waa in commuaication with other
officers of the bank who had accompanied it la its
meandering for three yea and two months ''away
down Scuta In Dixie." - He knew, as he admits, that
"the books of the bank" bad be3 nailed up in
February, 1802, and had never been opened antil
the summer of 1S65, when they were opened by the
committee he slanders. He knec, for he had the
documents before him, and tpeaks of then that the
kegi and boxes containing the coin of the Bank of
Tennessee had been for three years and two months
resorted to by all the officers cf Isham O. Harris'
portable Suits Government, and that the salaries of
a pretended, Governor, Comptroller, Secretary,

Treasurer, eleven bank president', eleven cashiers,
clerks, etc., etc., and even of rebel politicians and
officers, had been paid by regularly going to these
kegs and boxes with hatchsu and hammers ia the
most approved "help yourself style. I repeatthat
I would gladly say that Baxter had made his state-
ments in ignorance or by mistake. For tha credit
of poor human nature and for tbe honor of the bar
to wnich be belongs, I would gladlv sav so. but un.
fortunately tha man admits bis knowledge of euch

t facts and documents as show tfc.t he makes his state--J
menu witb a full knowledge of the truth.
. Now what are the known, notorious and recorded

' r rf a ir I . U .r . r . I I C 1in iti.iuuu iu ur? "ntseLBCi me JJansoi xen--
nessee. On the 1st of January, 1862, these assets
amounted, as is shown by the official reports of that
date, to 11,632,037.23, including 5720,380.64 in
coin. In iebruary following, say six weeks after
this last showing was made, f --.fcese assets " were
all taken and carried away by Mr. Baxter's present

The bocks, papers, bonds, bank notes,
etc., were placed in strong wooden boxes snd nailed
or locked up. The coin waa placed in kegs and
boxes, supposed to be about sixty in number, the
amount marked on each, and each box or keg sealed
up with scaling wax. In this condition tho "assets"
traveled by rail, by wsgon, by boat and by dray, for
three years and over, closely attended by presidents,
cashiers, and clerks of bank and branches, and State
officers as well as congressmen and brigadiers, who
are shown by the papers recovered to have helped
themselves as occasion required. These are the gen-
tlemen spoken of by Mr. Baxter in the most court-
ly style as theoffieers "having the assets in charge."
Ia April, 1SC5, these assets or what was left of them,
were captured by a detachment of Federal troops,,
and a portion of the "officers having them in
charge ' were arrested. . But a portion of the "on-
cers having them in "charge 'escaped and have
never been arrested. How much of their charge
escaped with them has never been developed. Some
of "the officers having the assets in charge" do say
that Fisher, the cashier of the mother bank, carried
off a large amount. of -- gold, sometimes stated at
SGOjOOO, and sometimes at $100,000. . How the facts
is, I know not. I only know that ho fled to Europe,
and that I hear of him as a banker at Liverpool,
and that be dees not return to America. No bill of
lading, list, or catalogue was captured so as to show
evon the number of boxee containing coin. The
boxes, kegs, etc., were weighed by the captors and
placed of a Federal Captain with orders
to turn them over to the civil authorities of Tennes-
see. They were without delay brought to the State
Capitol, and . placed under military
guard in the Capitol. The weights showed that tho
Captain had faithfully performed bis duty.

It is also due to Mr. J. F. Brown, cashier of tho
Trenton branch,' who turned over tho assets cap-
tured to the State, to say that his conduct seems to
have been unexceptionable. He came with the es-

cort, saw tbe coin delivered, and gave the commit-
tee all tha assistance in bis power, and blushed to
find that most of the boxes had booa brokea open
and pillaged. .That gentleman will not say there
was six hundred thousand dollars in coin turned
over to the civil authorities. Nor will be say there
was a cent more than the committee reported.
The coin was laid down in tha Capitol by the mili-
tary something had to bo done with it What a
pity the Legislature did not send for Baxter, and
turn it over to him! Short-sighte- d mortals ! They
chose to trust their Governor, who had been en-
trusted by their constituents with the highest cilice
in the Sute. An old .man, who has been often or
and morn violently assailed than any man of his
day, but never accused of dishonesty. A man as
proverbial for bis indifference for gtin a his as-

sailant is for averice. Tiiey associated with tho
Governor two of their sworn and bonded public of-
ficers, one of whom tbey had chosen to watch over
their Treasury, and required them to "investigate
into and schedule the assets and ascertain tbe valae
thereof." The task imposed on these officers was
one of much labor, requiring many weeks' bard
work. The Legislature did not expect their officers,
who were then constantly employed in reorganis-
ing their several departments, to perform tbLs labor
themselves. An appropriation was made to employ
tbe necessary holp. Dr. A. W. Hawkins, a "brother
of the distinguished Supreme Judge, was employed
by tne comptroller, apt. it. it. i nomas, not tuet
on tho staff, but well known to the Governor and
possessing then, as ho still does, his entire confi-
dence; and Oen. Hunt, who was on the staff, and as-

signed to this duty because of his fine business ca
pacity and because his services would Incur no ad
ditional expense were tha committee employed for
the work. These three gentlemen performed their
labors with open doors, in presenco at all times of
tbe guard and generally of a crowd, who were com-

ing and gcing---eom- e attracted by curiosity, and
some to inquire after deposits, ul some for infor
mation generally, ineotlicers wno nad employed
tbem were constantly within a few steps- - of them,
and tbe room of the ever vigilant and wide-awa- ke

Captain Heydtwas next door to the counting. Six
persons instead et tnree wore now responsioie, ana
I may be permitted to S!y that there was not one
of the six in whom, the public did not ccnSde as
much as in John Baxter, E?q. No honest man
would suspect anything criminal in these proceed-
ings. But the thief is always suspicious. He knows
what he would do himself if opportunity should of-

fer, and imagines all others to be like himself. But
I am not here to moralize I am dealing in facts.
There was nothing to show how many of the kegs
and boxes were mifising. The seals of many or them
had been broken, and the weights and amounts were
defaced, as was observed by all who saw them. One
bv one the committee proceeded to open, count
schedules, ret urn contents and again nail an I seal up
the vessels. - Some papers were tound inside ef hair
filled bsgs of gold, which may indicate the direction
tho missing coin has taken. I read a few cf them
merely as samples :

Baxk of Tkxxessik,
Chattanooga, August 12, 1866,

W. W. Clayton, Atlanta, ia.:
Dear Sir: Please deliver to E. M. Bruce, or order,

one bag of gold containing five thousand dollars,
and hold his receipt for the same.

V ery tru.y, eta,
John A. Fishir, Cashier.

And sure enough the receipt is on fl!e.
. One large box marked "No 37 lbs 64j $30,000

in gold," seems to bave been very unfortunato. On
opening an operation it had evidently become
used to there remainoa dui sie--

, n joi megoiu u
$378.82 in silver, nearly $20,000 gone cut of one
box. But tho documenU found inside this box would
furnish a curiosity shop. I will read you some of
them. Here is the bill or memorandum or its ong- -

ignal contents :

No. 37. Lbs. 64J, $30,0no in go'J, Bank of Tennes-
see, Nashville" and Knoxville,

6 Bags of gold, 45,000 each, tSO,)", belonging to
Braneb, Knoxville.
And here goes the money :

Gov. Harri 3 0 00

Gen. Atkins - 1,000 00

Col. Trousdale 500 00

Takeu by order of Cashier
Geo.. April 2 1st 18C5.. -

2,250 00
Fisher, Grnriboro',

. J. F. Brows.
Augusta, April 23, 165.

Bank of l'eniietsce :
Pay tj myself, in co'm, one thousand dollar, in

part o( salary due mo. H. L. Cljiirborsk,
In the event it becomes my duty in equity to re-

turn this coin and receive other funds in payment,
then I am to return it (Well, that is fair.

$1,000 GrifTIS, Ga, April 17. 1S65.

One day after dnte I promise to pay the Bmk of
Tennessee, or order, one tbousand dollars in gold
rain, for value received. Witness our hand and
seal. J. D. C. Atrinsom. Seal.

And hero you see Isham drew his salary in gold
in ApriL 1865, two years after he was ineligible,
when Carutbers claimed to be Governor and Brown-

low was Governor. Three Governors under pay at
one tim, enough for poor Tennrssi. To be frank,
I xp!rt old Bob (Carutbers) didn't get his share.

$750 .
T CRZrjsBOSo', Ga, April, 21, 18C3.

of Bank of Tennee Seven Hnndred
and Fifty Dollars in gold, in full of one-quart- er s

salary, as Governor of the StCe Tennessee.
I. G. Harris, Governor, etc.

. ) Per Leox Trousdale, CoL & A. D. C.
This ruccipt to be cancelled bv Gov. HarrU' own

receipt, in th hands of Mr. T. f. Flippln, for same
amount , ., .

And here wa get on thu track of Bt;-- r t clieS t
and tea where $50,000 in gold went Thia- - 5O,000
with the $58,000 of tho Albens Branch show; Cljnge j

to bave got JlCS.CVi. Court him, Baxter; he is it j

fat goose. '.."'' - jv
' - Augusta, Ga., April 1 7, 1S05- - ,

T. D. Flhrpf. 7, O'rifin, Ca. : '" !

r ti r in.:.. 1

'
loan mtii w inuasnuu. ' - j . u . i.

his note accordingly, the form of which note bere--
mr v J 1 . V- -

longing ttie uranca, u convenient, a wo fell
loaned J0.000 but if not convenient then

. . . it i't.tt t

nota la the box to represent the
give to Atkins.

Truly yours, etc.,
' Jon A. Fish lr, Cathier.

Received from Joel A. Battle, Treasurer of Ten
nessee, two thousand dollars, full of my salary
Treasurer from tbe Cth of March, ISot, to the Cth of j

March, 185. Joxt A. Battle, Treasurer.
Augusta, Apr.l 2b, 18t3.
The above is In duplicate. S. H.

Endorsement
Augusta, 2C, 1865.

the amount of the within receipt in
gold, which I rromiso to return to the bank when
it is established in

Joxt A. BATTtr.
Received of Joel A. Battle, Treasurer of

seven and fifty dollars in gold, coiii,

1 AW in II a
which is in full of my salary as Governor of Ten-
nessee, for the quarter ensuing the 1st of February,
1S65. . Isham G. Uamis.

Greensboro', Ga, JHareh IT, IS.
Tbe above is in duplicate, with this additional re-

mark"; Leon. Trousdale, has receipted
for the !ast above named receipt, which Col. Battle
can take up with this.

" J J. l)t V. Atxixs.
' --

. . . - AfdtbiA, Ga, Ap-- il 25, 1863.
$;v0 00 No. :

At two davs aftiir t r-- t.-- th wt.irr,f ' tr
Bruce, at tbe Bank of Montreal, Canada, five bun.
dred and fifty dollar tn gold, value received, and
placed to account f Hcmfhkkt Marshall.
To Char let E. MarshitU, care of Walker .J-

- Lett, City
, of X. Y--, U.S.
.The above is in triplicate. ' "' -

$1,000 AcoxrsTA.Ga, April 27, 18..' ;

Pay to self one tbousand dollars in American
coin. - .

To Branch Bank of Terinesseft, Trenton.
J. F. Bbowx, Br. B t, Tenton. ;

$500 GnEXSESBono', Ga, April 27. 1855.
One day after date we promise to pay the Bank

of Tennessee, er order, one thousand dollars in gold
coin, for value, received. Witness our hand and

" Lxos Trocsdaix. Seals.
$1,000. Accusta, Ga, April 27, 1SG3. :

Pay self one thousand dollars, in American coin.
Thos. A. Cleao,

For B. R. Strong, Chsr. ;

To Br. BsAk of Tenn, Knoxville, . .

$1,000. ' AiocsTA, Ga, April 27, 1865. ; .

Pay self one tbourand dollars in American coin.
' Tho: A. Clrao, ' '

For J. G. II. Ramm:t.
To Br. Bank Tenn, Knoxville.

1,000. ACorsTiVGa, April 28, 18(55. '

Pay self one thousand dollars in Amtrican coin.'' - Thos. A. Cmao. '
To Br. Bank Tenn. Athens.
The other contents were :

Loose gold to the amount of $10,173.
1 small bag containing, in silver, f 378 82.. '

Theso papers are on file in "the Bank of Tennes-
see, in the well known bands, of the writers them-
selves. But I will not amuse you further with these
intcrestiag papers.' X have read samples enough to
show that Harris, Rsy, Battle, Dunlap and the bank
ouicers were paid their sararlcs out of these kegs

us now ooen an currant ' party financial .operations peculations
with thcs assets I lost Bat a is teuiDorarilv
charge."
. A ax your gentlemen, calculate j vo the cries " is lost
amount ialary for ! mo." it miht have

at $1,800; $2750; been better expended bribing Northern newspa-$2,00- 0,

you have the sum it is ho bt been
The salaries of tbe officers of the

mother for three years Pres---
Went, $3.000 Oshier, : 2 500

r $2,500 Teller. $2.500
There were ten branch banks, each with

ident, cashier and Clerk. --

Ten Presidents $2,000 $ JO 000 3 y's
Ten Cashiers 1.500 ' 15,000 "
Ten Clorks 1.500 15,000 " "
Amount paid to Atkins, Marshall and

Trousdale......
Specie of the Athens branch, never

returned but sold by Clesg

Net amount of stealage in three years
' and two months
Now we will credit them with the

amount of coin captured and

The amoont of coin reported in the
vaults, Jan.

Leaving only...

$00,000-0-

45,000 00
45,000.00

2,050.00

37

446,719.70

94

$001..
unaccounted for, which is covered by bills for dray

freights, etc., among the papers cf the
This for the entiro fund

without charging any part of it to the larceny of
Fisher. I bave heard said that be bad speculated
in cotton witb the funds of the bank, ar.d claimed
that what he carried away was made la this way,
and I am inclined to credit this of the affair.

But let us see now what Baxters " officers
these asseu in charge n did with tho other assets of
the bank. For it must be remembered that this
$720,000 in coin constituted only the sixteenth
part of the valuables of the bank. I hold In mj
hand the official of the present of Di
rectors of tbe bank, made In November but, after
they bad with immcse labors marshalled the entire
assets. From this appears tht than j

ing tbem in cuarge" ou in 18o2: .

Of discounted notes- - $2,314,367.32
Of these remained when captured

Missing notes $1,227,563.63
They carried off of domestic bills of

exchange 11,959,600.82
Of these there remained when cap-

tured

Missing bills of exchange..........
They off evidences of notes

and bills in suit- .-
Of these there remained when cap-

tured -

Musing notes and bills in rait.....
carried off of Sute bonds dis

counted
Of these were recaptured.

Missing SUte
Tbey carried off Bute bonds, purchas-

ed of the N. and N. W. R. R. Co...
Of these were recaptured.......

f

All gone! Where are they,. Baxter? , Do in-

quire of your "officers having" tbem in
They carried off evidences of dues
- from other banks
Of these wera recaptured

Ai&eni

Missing dues from other
Tbey carried off coupons interest

paid by tbe
Of these coupons were recaptured...

All gone I Inquire of "the officers having tbem
in charge! '

They off of School

Of these were ---

They carried off of notes of other
hanks

Of these were recaptured

Land

60,453

$272,759.87

571?,479.67

720.380

accounts

1,066,803.69

il.604,834.77

$790,60S.C5

$307,317.94

10,000.00

33,223.33

110,
003,000.00

$:88,25.89

95,569.35

$20,000.00
00

$33,986.12
00,000.00

$:,oi5.?oo.oo
81,036 00

Missing notes on other banks- -. $1,561,874 50

Nearly two minions in thia Herat Inquire of
" tbe officers having them in charge I" -
They carried off of Confederate bonds

bonds and notes, then good... $3,V5.B06.29
When'recapturcd they were worth.... 00

Now let os stttla with "the officers having the
assets fn charge:".
Tbey carried eif of good assets... $11,632,037.23
Of these were and brought

bac-k- bo thanks to them 3.023.CG0.93

Whole Suioont of missing assets. 8,503,376.30
Inquire cf "the officers having tbe asseU in

charge." '

Of these a6U recaptured, more than one-ha- lf it
In nncarrer.t money or on debtors r ow Insol-

vent. So that it is not likely the whole will amount
to one million, leaving' net loss over ten soillioei
of dinars tbe people of the State by a party that
Baxter thinks ought b vectored to power as
matter of economy ! Now where are these eight
and a half millions? Where are these half millions
of bonds and coupons T This two millions of
musing bank notes and this two and a half million
of discounted note and bills 7 Ia it most likely
thev were csod by those who run tbem off aad
claimed tbe right to use tbem, or by tbe two cr three
gentlemen appointed to ascertain what was left of
them ? Baxter asks yoa to not believe tbe en pro-positio-

I th(t other. Do yoa say that Fiabsr,
tbfl gnilty wretch now hiding is Europe, has got
your money, ot has your old Governor or yeur

boy, Sam Hunt got it? From tho
We ee th money went"

TEt LCTTLK SCHOOL J'tSU ., '

Baxtfr seems to have no knowledge a to
constitute the school fund of Tense and I am
glad in this particular to credit bint with ignorance,

it witb malioe and venom " it is
Ion to the people," ha says, "lot to you and to me."

Uow grieved "It never win b recovered, etc- -
lar?ir: isywuts.. tie.. You know, sir, nothing it if voa do,

tbe oi wwn i.nam w. n.ms ior i.ireceipt unions are utterly reckless. It was an un
?evcnitanurea uj - fortunate error in Stanford I will uj no harsher

I

Cietge

in

April
Received

Tennessee.

Tennes-
see, hundred

1,1802..

banks...

carried

captured

neighbor

term, foj I do not believe he ever exported or de-

signed that the fund would bo lesb place
in 1 i na oeuer cja r.0 u. ,c w ; n l.

to

remnant school fund

& was a weak man

nave your m.nus. nai ton tuna it tm
the

and

what was left afr your party,
of the Sut being

my knowledge that not (hilar it will lost.
About $300,000 only of it remains to collected.

j I have seen a of thf receiver of
showing pro-rtt- n share of this fund to amount
toovr alien tswe theotucial

bank, at agnt Slate, cn in
my $X-),00- morn; and in the
official of Stanford with good

I officers,
and the bank, bave to

real esUta and to give personal security ,

tne whole sum they ram time.
the principal the Is to be used can

JfDMBER 19.

be no objection to giving this time on it I have at
this time little uneasiness to the termination
of this unfortunate affair. Much has been iid
about tho politics of the deceased Treasurer. Tait
is a matter of no consequent, but I have

much knowledge on tuis subject as any one.
had been a l:f-lon- z supporter and admirer of

Andrew Johnson, bnt of late be was generally
and sllunt on politic. Oaly once, while he

was in tbe Capitol, did I bear him his sen-
timents. He had bean to East Tennesc and had
seen and been to by John Baxter, and cam
back a very excited Johnson-Baxt- er man. Fin ling
th other .officers in the Capitol not in ympa:hy
with him, h again silent and reserved.
This is I presume, any knows of hie
politics.

c'UOOL STUD, AXO WHO HAS IT.
Bit what is was, b School Fund of

the Sute, and who has it ? I will show yoa. Tbe
basis of this great fund a certuacate of deposit of
the Bank of Tennessoofjr fifteen hundred thousand
dollars, and constituting tho portion of the
capital stock of the bank sine 1?rN. This sura hss
Deen augmented since by proceeds of school Unde,
etc, to $1,746,1) U. Totnis sjm.add!m,$79 13,
the ammint of surplus revenue paid ever tna Stt
by the Government and st apart by the
constitution, 9, section 10, and by
enactment to tho and you find the
grand total of this fund in th
Bank of Tenarsw, and carried otr by Baxter's

who had them, ia charge' to bo $2,679,.
f18 33. Now you haxte er-r- y dollar of tleit
fund in Cunfedrrati" tnonry- - Did Baxter complain
of this when be spoke here ?,fTro te audience

"No, that was all isf'the family." Thia
great fund, belonging it did totliechildrrrof th
State, ef all and colors--h- lj byttaSlata

a trustee for their use was, in deflnnce of th
constitution, which det lar--s thnt "shall remain a

fund," "inviolably the support of
schools throughout the Sute, ' oa 'ried away by men
swora to support that same constitu'-H-1 and 'by its
investment in money to th
support of treason. And this is the reason you
have no School Commissioner no frw schools;
this is the reason you have now six thousand va-
cant school esUnding from Jchn.on to
Shell y. Did Baxter eompluin that this fund
of nearly three millions was lost to you and me?"
Did he cry out that this fund will never

f Ob, no " Thce millions went to suit him.
and no aducales the restoration to power of tha

and boxes. Let account whos-- and
Baxter's "officers bavinr in it to you. If dollar an--

. . Lt.i . . . -pncu vy lliu cuue ouio.-r- s pay toe atv.e dht, and
pencils, 'and tbe suae credit, lie aloud, It to

of three years at $3,000; you and Terhaps to thinks
Dunlap'a at Battle'e at; in

aad neat little of papers. Certain never heard to
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complain of the uso made of this money. Now th
school fnnd about which his doleful story is told
amounts to about the part of tho school

$31,500.00 fun Pplted by the Baxter-Etheridg- e party to th
its Pres- - "lost cause." It wa designed by the legislature
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report bank,

as a oi a new sUiool fund to supply that
which was lost. And what a spectacle have we?
The men who are chargeable with the ten milium
squandered and pillaged lrotn tho bank, who wtnt
with it hovered around it thrust their bands into
iis kegs and boxe uctil bet a ptitano waa left and

j that pittance taken frora thoni by force: tbeaa are
the men howl wuen a of their "leav-
ings" is supposed to be endangered to tbe people.
No paper has been so noisy about this Wred fund
as the Nashville Union. Imu told that Torbet,the
President of the bank whieh contained the lost
school fund, is one of tho owner- - and a writor for
that sheet And thero is Trousdal, another repu-
ted owner and writer for that pnpor, and Atkins,
another editivr of a newpper, who seem to have
been repeatedly on hand when chisels and hammer
were used in the distribution cf he school fund.
These tbe men who clamor most about thia sa-

cred fund. O lailbfu! guardians of public trexsure.
Cry aloud and spare not. Your record so fits jon
for the trust.

sale or tuk euijr roa
I make no defense for the "financial young gen-tlema- n"

Baxter chargus with having sold th coin
in market In tome way to his own advanUge. Tils
"financial young gentleman," as. Baxter veil knaw
was never entrusted ;vith the sale of a single dollar
of the coin, nor with the reception of tho proceeds.
Tbe Governor, Secretary of Sute and Comptroller
were ordered by the Legislature, by act tf June 9,
1865. (see acts of 1865. page 53,) "to invest tbe coin
in United State or Tennessee borJ," at tboir dis-
cretion. United Stilus socuritic--s having heen
selected ks tbe b"--t temporary Investment the Gov.
ernor opened a telegraphic correspondence wilk
!Vfor Jy t'.it, ')f l,!;il.t,!(.!pSi anrl n.
gouated a sale of ihi com ftt a iiui.j b mar-
ket value. This correspondence wss published at
the time, filed in the proper offices and subsequently
reported to tbe Legislature, and it ha again ben
published in a le.to number of tbo Kcoxvillj Whig.
I will not consume time by reading it now. The
negotiations being complete and the price fixed,
Captain Thomas was despatched with the train
which carried tbe coin, to see it counted out. As
Ccoke & Co. received a portion of it by weight, it
amounted to a trifle more than the actual count of
the committee. Tbe waa made at the
price agreed on in the telegraphic corrwspondence,
and amounted to $613,250, which was tent by ex-
press to the Governor, sealed up in packages.. It
was not unsealed or eountwd when it arrived, but
placed in tho Comptrollers safe, wbr& it remained
untouched until it hid tc be ('tiivere'l law
to the Treasurer as Superintendent of Public In-
struction. In the sale ittid delivery of tho coin and
the reception of the pnweds, Captain Thomas nev-

er bandied a dollar. He was in Chicago when the
7-- arrived at Nashv.lle. An bonet man can e
nothing wrong in this entire transaction, but a tbief
will imagine all forts cf vi'laniea. iUiter and
Fisher and lb"cffiVer in charge c f tho aseeta" may
see how frauds may have been committed, but you
and I, gentlemen, are not tufficienily instructed In
financial art.

HIGJ TAX KM AVD IT TEHPlTt RC8.
- It will take but a few minut to dispose of Bat-
ter's cant about high taxes and heivy expenditure.
While it ittroe that our tans are oppressive and
expenses heavy, it is equally true that every amount
given and statement made by this reformer are will-
fully exaggerated. If h'j bad the items before him,
at 1 have here, be saw and knew that every dollar
of additional expenso Incurred by the State Govern-
ment was the direct unj legitimate fruit of that re-
bellion in which he trie-- l bard to figure, and did
figure as an i.nd office seekor. Let us see
how the account stiinds. I bave bnre an official
statement taken from tbo books of tbe Comptroller,
from which it 'appears that the expenditures of the
lat two year etding May lt, 1C7, amount b
$2,453 332.

I bave also lb leportof CoUig Uollur Dunlap,
showing Hie expenditures for the years lS'O and
1?1 to be $l,72t.85t 12.

In tbe face of thta docviuwut, presumed to base
been in bii ke for ix jars, Baxter asserts that
tbe annual taxs) .before th wr only amounted to
yjjo.c-ju- . un, ir n oion ct scacue on seen.
cheek! But tie's cfilcial do show an.
excesa of expenditures of $731,480 for the but two
years over the yean lSi0 and t'yil. Every

roan will onder, in view of the wide
spread ruin that exi ted in 1?53, tbt the increase of
expenditure! Jiat net ben mur h greater. A fw
items resulting from the rehellioa wid account for
this excess. One ite n alone account for two-thir-ds

of It thut of Inter t paid on ton.Ii loaned to rail-
road).' Pwrious to the war, not a dVllar bad teen
paid on this account except In rne or two insUncea
of small arxiOunU, wbkh w ro promptly refunded
by . tbe railrovis. Now, this much abusd
Government ka hl te pav a little over $5000O
en account of railrt-e- so tadly injured by this re-
bellion thut they wtr unable to mtt tbtir interest.
(The precise amoaut will appear on a settlement
with our Ihcal agent noe; 5b m known, however,
tow, to authorize this suum eat. ) And who it to
blame fr th destruction of our ri!rcad? Bro-vn-fcn- r

aad the Legislature, or rebel politicians who
mt.d speeches for tbe rebellion ?

Not a dollar of the interest on the Sute debt had
been pid for five years.' This. had to befunaed,
and tbe interest in tha fond! debt paid out of the
treasury. Thi alone amounted to iC,72l 30.
Then there wa th Stale Capitol stripped de-
nuded of everything ir all Its Moms and depart-
ments. Tbe present officer found orders al-

ready iul by Military Governor Johnson, to iih

the SUv boos. The bills, with repairing,
etc, amount to $18,531, but little of which would
have been incurred if we had had no rebellion.

Tho Sut Penitentiary and H piul for tbe la-ta-

bad been carried on during tbe war mostly on
credit Even the nurse and srvarr for these

bail to be paid in lkrl tor services in
1&S1. And 20 bills for supplier of every kind.
I bave made & calculation from the Comptroller'!
book, of the expense incurred in Ibis way, and
find they reach over $40,000. The appropriations

i flip rert;un anrl 1 ! . tW-- . fo the rtnitunti.r.
into the hand of 6ancrsa class that sometime ! amount to about $30,000. The emancipation of the

overreach weak men in funds. He did in- -wrong, ,1 made a v,wd hnti.iul for the in.r, n..RS?gzS: u TT "now-- zztzi i j. - &
v.. it enr.ta-.n- i .nd leave tbe rece'nt and ' . "."' .! "". 7; uu" P"- - vt on ana enumerate many oihrUwa..wv-U.- , j r. i ria t n sajt m ivrtr.fr WiP ii Pi ratnnAtmn mnt iriaf ihA. - t .

as

is

i 7 V C . ' r i iM5tu vi luvr-rajrv- viL cueta eainiifii upon US Dted h hd had oorecf,Bcience ttRa others voa may j Baxter and other advocates of the lo- -t cause-e- ach

of

aoi

5 mere a lh itt th f,i.iti

i if. llSltCr, DS'l to t,nt th. ino.oiA,( .iia nr.inimi i.l
surreuuer is. i aw oi cpiuion irora xactt witain 0rtV,i . u K,,V- ' I a'a tfW I'll IV u
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moreover,

tho Sute. Fifty
er cent had to beddd to the cctof public print- -

ing, amounting to and the two extra
lions or the Legislature, made necessary ty mm

Statu cf the country and protracted by the h'dinj;
and bolting of Baxter's friend, cot $73,000. tut 1

have already enumerated enough to show yoa U'.
those politicians wh are ciamonng most about In-

creased expenses are the most to blame for it
TH M RTROrOLITAI? POUCJ..

Much has baa said about the MetropoliUa Fol.ce
force of Memphis and ChatUnot'ga, It is sufficK--

coxcivdid rotratn tags,
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